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The Select House Committee on Assassinations 
last night was given less than two months to justify 
its existence under conditions that sources close to 
the panel say make it almost impossible to develop 
new evidence in the murders of President John F 

Kennedy.and Dr. Martin Luther king Jr. 

“This is a 60-day reprieve but not a commuta- 
tion of sentence,” said Rep. John Anderson, R-Ill 
before the House voted 237464 to reactivate the 
committee until March 31. But. committee sources 
said the budget limitation of $252,000 imposed by 
the House will go entirely for salaries of Chief 

Counsel Richard A. Sprague. and the 72-member 

Staff. . . . ... . , ; . ... - 

“We can't send investigators to Dallas or Mem- 
phis or anywhere else, and we can't bring wit- 
nesses to Washington on this kind of budget,” said 
one insider. “About all we can do is subpoena the 
files of the FBI and CIA on the Kennedy-King niur- 
ders and report back anything we find there that 
might persuade the House to let.us do a real job.” 

THIS SOURCE, acknowledged that committee 
investigators have nothing thus far in the way of 
substantial new evidence that would impress the 
House sufficientiy to- support the "proposed two- 
year, 513 million probe. Committee members have : 
been hinting that new evidence has been uncov- 
ered but have declined to say publicly what it is. It 
is now acknowledged by separate committee 
sources that Sprague and his aides have some 
new leads and several hundred -questions about 
the assassinations but little -else that would chal- 
lenge the conclusions that Lee Harvey Oswald and 
James Earl Ray acted alone to kill the two lead-*. 

Proponents of extending the committee’s activi- : 
ties were dealt a^ blow yesterday by the leak to - 
United Press International of a “secret” Justice 
Department report that supports the contention 
on his own in the King assassina-- 
tion. The timing of the news report, which became * 
public just a few hours before the House vote, in- 
turiated some members of Congress and bolstered 
the belief of others that continuing the investiga-- 
tion is a waste of time and money. . ,. . 

THE JUSTICE Department report contained 
some implied criticism oi the FBI’s actions in re- : 
gard to King . and the Justice Department but 
essentially it absolved the bureau and the Mem- 
phis police of anr complicity in King’s death. It* 
also found that the FBI had conducted a thorough 
and meticulous , investigation- ‘of the murder to : 
which Ray pleaded guilty. ; * 

mUtZ S i^ Ctl0 P ,ast night t0 ^-establish the com- j 
^ f °reg° ne f conclusion since the resolu- ! 
tk ^ backm # of the Democratic leadership. ! 
k 0t i wa \ a f L ar , Cf y fr °m the 280 to 65 vote in i 
September by which the House voted to create the I 
committee. - . . j 

Some of the disenchantment was caused by the? 
ominant role assumed by Sprague, an aggressive? 

P r 5 s ? cut °r; by the $6.5 million 
budget he demanded for the first year of a two-i 

quested VeStigatI ° n and to -170-person staff he reJ 

Civil libertarians in the House were aroused byi 
tne announced intention, tn 


phones, telephone listening devices, , stress evaluaJ 
t< S s polygraphs. These, objections subsided! 
■ after Gonzalez assured the House that no such de~ : 
.vices would be bought or employed. -J 

• EDWARD H. LEVI, who left the post of attorney i 
general last month, ordered the newest Justice De- 
partment review in April after the Civil Rights 
Di vision^ completed a five-month preliminary re- 
view of files relating to King that were stored at 
FBI headquarters here. - 

Levi said he wanted to know whether the FBI 
probe of 'King s - death was thorough and honest, 
whether there was any evidence linking the bureau 
to his murder, and whether the nature of the rela- 
tionship between the FBI and King called for 
criminal prosecutions or disciplinary proceedings 
- against any FBI employes. 

As a result of the Ciyil Rights Divison’s earlier 
review, J. Stanley Pottinger, head of the division, 
concluded, that there was no evidence, based on the 
files examined, that the FBI probe of the assassi- 
nation was not thorough and honest. That review 
did, however, cite instances indicating that the 
FBI undertook a .'systematic program of harass- 
: ment of King in order to discredit him-' and harm 
both him and the movement he led.” 

INFORMED SOURCES told The Star the new 
report concluded that a credible job had been done, 
by the FBI in attempting to discover any eonspir- 
acy m King’s assassination. The report said Ray 
acted alone and there was no evidence found re-' 
garding complicity by either the FBI or the police 
in Memphis, Tenn., where King was shot. 

The report, which was put together, by a task 
force of five J ustice Department lawyers, was said 
to have unearthed some new data concerning 
whether the FBI concentrated too hard on finding 
■ Ray and not pursuing other leads that were strong! 

at, the time of King’s murder. - . 

: : But the sources said the task force found nothing ! 
incorrect in the bureau’s procedure and jio thing ! 
Ui^t could be construed as dishonest in its not look- ■ 
mg at any other aspects of the case. - '■ 

", The report is also said to discuss the FBI's dis- j 
dam. for Justice Department supervision, in con- 
key case and blames it on then- ; 

V ir ®?*? r J - Edgar Hoover’s on-and-off feuds - 
WI te the white House and the attorney. general. 

^ The report is also said to have concluded that 
were is no need for further investigation into the 
King assassination, the sources added. 



